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Message from the President of the lowa Library Association 


The statement that we are standing on the threshold of a new era has been repeated 
so often that it has lost much of its force and is beginning to sound like a platitude. 
However, many of us came away from the Midwinter Conference convineed that in the 
library world, at least, the statement was replete with meaning and far more than a 
trite saying. With changing conditions creating constantly changing problems we 
begin to feel like Alice in Wonderland, that we must go as fast as we can to stay 
where we are. 

One of the most important actions ever taken by the American Library Association 
was introduced at this meeting, and relates to the establishment of a federal library 
agency and federal aid. Every librarian will follow this effort of the national organi- 
zation with great interest. Charles H. Compton, president, places the responsibility 
for its success on the membership with the comment that, ‘‘If the members of the 
American Library Association will put into their efforts for securing federal participa- 
tion the same fine enthusiasm they displayed when their discounts were threatened, 
I have little doubt of the ultimate outcome.’’ 

In our own state the Planning Committee has given time and their best thought 
and effort in working out a course for the future development of libraries in lowa, 
To accomplish the objectives and lift our work to the standards they have set will take 
time and patient effort. The fact that high goals have been set at a time when 
libraries are handicapped in meeting ever increasing demands, is an indication that 
they are still on the march and anticipating greater usefulness in the future. 

The present crisis of public libraries calls for united effort all along the line. May 
we catch some of the enthusiasm and vision of those who are blazing new trails and 
earnestly attempting to solve our common problems, and, in a practical way support 
the organizations through which they work. 

The district meetings provide excellent opportunities for thorough and intimate 
discussions of matters affecting us all, and prepare us for the state meeting where 
outstanding thinkers and workers further clarify the issues and kindle fresh enthusiasm, 

The impetus that comes from meeting our library neighbors and sharing common 
experiences will send us back to our work with new inspiration which will be refleeted 
in all we do. 

May B. Ditcn, President. 
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District Meetings, 1935 
The meeting places, dates, and chair- 

men for this spring’s district meetings 

are given below: 

CenTRAL—Ames, Tuesday, April 9th.  Chair- 
man, Alice B. Story, Marshalltown. 

Mipp_e East—lIowa City, Tuesday, April 23rd. 
Chairman, Mrs. Evelyn Spencer Bray, Grin- 
nell 


NorTHeast—Cedar Falls, Thursday, April 25th. 
Chairman, Florence A. Grove, Waverly 
SouTHwest—Villisea, Tuesday, April 30th. 

Chairman, Eva T. Canon, Council Bluffs 


SouTHEast—Centerville, Wednesday, May Ist. 
Chairman, Elizabeth Michener, Oskaloosa 


Nortu CenTraL—Algona, Tuesday, May 14th. 
Chairman, Mrs. Belle Birdsall, Clarion 


NorTHwest—Sanborn, Thursday, May 16th. 
Chairman, Mrs. Violet Roth Hornseth, 
Spirit Lake 

MippLewest—Rockwell City, Friday, May 17th. 
Chairman, Kathryn Tharp, Sioux City 


The week of May 6th to 11th is left 
vacant not to conflict with the Iowa Fed- 
eration of Women’s Clubs meeting to be 
held in Cedar Rapids, May 7th to 9th. 

It is the hope of those planning these 
meetings that the times and places may 
make a meeting accessible to a majority 
of librarians and trustees. To satisfy 
all we have long since discovered to be 
an impossible task. 

The subject for roll call will be uni- 
form. ‘*‘What has been done by the in- 
dividual libraries to promote peace,’’ or 
‘*What has attracted the most interest 
in your library during the past year or 
the most humorous thing which has hap- 
pened,’’ have been suggested for roll 
eall. Which one of these or some other 
is used will be announced later. 

Other topies suggested for discussion 
are, ‘‘Books for CCC camps,’’ ‘‘ Public 
libraries and the world mind,’’ ‘‘Li- 
brary ’s contribution to the new leisure,’’ 
**Certification,’’ and of course ‘‘ Books.”’ 
If you have any preference, write your 
chairman at once. 

Of course every librarian will wish 
to attend one meeting, and we trust that 
library boards will make it possible for 
a large number of librarians to do so, 
as well as attending themselves. 

Be sure to let the entertaining li- 
brarian know of your intention to be 
present that provision may be made for 
luncheon, for which each one in attend- 
ance will be expected to pay. 
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Come prepared to take part in roll 
call and all discussions. Remember, the 
meetings will be yours, and to Speak 
Loud. 





Iowa Library Association 
Round Tables 
Des Moines Meeting, 1934 
Children’s Librarians 


The first number on this program was 
an address by Frances Barber, professor 
of education at Drake University, on 
standards in selecting books, and the 
measuring sticks she gave would apply 
to adult books as well as children’s, 
(Note: Miss Barber was asked for her 
paper, but illness and absence from the 
city has interfered with securing it.) 

Miss McCoy, speaking on summer va- 
cation plans, gave a resume of the plans 
worked out in Indianola. Last year 
Indianola had organized playground 
work for the first time and this gave the 
library a splendid opportunity to eo- 
operate with the playground workers. 
Through the aid of volunteer assistance, 
thus bringing no further drain on the 
librarian, story hours were given twice a 
week. At first these were given on the 
playground, but the lots were so very 
warm that after the first, they were 
changed to the lawn of the library. 

Two reading clubs were organized, one 
for the younger readers called Cloud 
Chasers, and one for the older readers, 
The Stratosphere. Book reviews, plays, 
ete., were discussed and the clubs had 
regular meetings and were very well at- 
tended. A poster showing balloons, rep- 
resenting the children, rose as the num- 
ber of books they had read increased. 

The end of the season was celebrated 
by the presentation of two plays. The 
burden of this work, too, was earried by 
volunteer assistance. 

Other plans were mentioned by the 
group, including a treasure hunt with 
the books to be read giving the clues, 
special reading lists, and story hours. 

Miss Schneider of Clinton talked on 
the cooperation between schools and 
libraries and told of the work carried on 
in Clinton. 

Class room libraries are sent to the 
school with two books for each child in 
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These books have duplicate 
eards for the teachers to use in checking 
the books out to the children, and the 
librarian goes to the school once a week 


a room. 


to count the circulation. These collee- 
tions are changed during the Christmas 
vacation to counteract the drop in circu- 
lation that usually oceurs about that 
time of the year. 

Clinton offers library service to the 
out of town schools through a paid sub- 
scription ecard which entitles the rural 
teacher to the same privileges as the 
town teacher. Library instruction is 
offered in the class room and also in a 
follow up lesson at the library. 

A splendid diseussion followed this 
talk as to the services offered and the 
extent to which such service should be 
carried. 

Miss Parker of the Des Moines Public 
Library spoke of the newspaper public- 
ity for special projects and for routine 
work, of the lists offered to children and 
to their parents, and of work with 
schools and educators. She spoke of two 
outlets she felt could be used to greater 
advantage, the movies and the radio. 
Des Moines has used the lists printed by 
the theater advertising the show on one 
side and the books available by the same 
author on the other side. She thought 
perhaps further use could be made of 
this means. 

She said that although the radio is 
limited to the libraries in towns where 
broadeasting stations are available she 
thought there is a great possibility of 
publicity through its means. 

Sioux City has had two story hour 
broadeasts entirely for children for the 
past eighteen or nineteen months, and 
finds it very successful. 

(Signed) Crcm BENnTON, 
Children’s Librarian, Sioux City. 


College and University Libraries 


The College and University section in- 
cluded representatives from nine Iowa 
colleges and universities, about sixteen 
people being present. Mrs. Dorothy 
Higbie, librarian from Cornell College, 
presided in the absence of Miss Clark, 
the chairman. 

Lucille Morsch of the University of 
Iowa Libraries gave a most interesting 
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report of addresses from the Montreal 
meeting which she had attended. 

Dean McConnell of Cornell College, 
as an educator and faculty member, 
spoke of relationships between the li- 
brary, faculty, and college executives, 
pointing out possible means of making 
faculty and executives more sensitive to 
library needs and also more appreciative 
of service which may be _ rendered 
through the library. 

Mr. Brown, librarian of Iowa State 
College, spoke on the same subject from 
the viewpoint of a librarian. These very 
important talks were followed by a gen- 
eral discussion, as to the value and pos- 
sibilities of using emergency student 
help. The majority of opinions ex- 
pressed seemed to indicate a more satis- 
factory experience as different plans had 
been more thoroughly worked out. 

Upon Mr. Brown’s motion the group 
voted to extend to Dean MeConnell a 
special vote of thanks for contributing 
so ably to the afternoon’s program. The 
group also voted to recommend that in 
the future the meeting time for various 
round tables be so arranged that it 
might be possible to attend more than 
one section, even if such an arrangement 
should necessitate a somewhat shorter 
length of meeting. 

The group adjourned with the feeling 
that they had spent a most profitable and 
enjoyable time together. 

(Signed) Mrs. F. F. Carnart, 
Drake University. 


Large Libraries 


The first topic, *‘The Youth Problem 
—What are we to do for the voung peo- 
ple out of college?’’ was introduced by 
Alice Story of Marshalltown, who told 
of a new project begun in her library, 
that of having an alcove for the use of 
students. In this aleove are assembled 
books for outside reading. Its use has 
more than justified its establishment. 

The difficulty of reaching voung peo- 
ple now out of school and college was 
mentioned, and ways and means of at- 
tracting them were considered. 

Miss Ditch of Ottumwa emphasized 
the importance of personal contact when- 
ever possible, either with individuals or 
groups. Reading lists, courses of read- 
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ing, and general publicity of what the 
library has to offer young people were 
conceded to be the best means of reach- 
ing the youth of our communities. 

Discussion of ‘‘How to make reading 
a recognized factor in life,’’ brought 
forth statements concerning what has 
been done by various libraries along the 
line of work with FERA groups, CCC 
eamps, public forums, book review 
groups, ete. 

Several librarians told of visits to 
classes formed by the FERA where an 
invitation to use the library was made 
and lists of books and application blanks 
distributed. 

Miss Pike of Sioux City told of the 
publie forums which had been success- 
fully organized there by a civic organi- 
zation and which are being held in the 
library building. 

Several librarians reported that they 
had sent groups of books to CCC and 
Federal Transient Camps where the de- 
mand was largely for books for serious 
study as many of the young men assem- 
bled in the camps are college students 
and others who have been in the habit 
of using their home libraries. It was 
encouraging to learn that in practically 
all cases no books were lost, and that the 
service was greatly appreciated. 

Mrs. Bray gave an account of the 
Book Review Teas which were so popu- 
lar in the Grinnell Library last year. 

Mr. Spaulding spoke of the use of the 
radio for library broadeasting and in- 
quired whether librarians over the state 
have noticed any demand for the books 
mentioned in these reviews. The largest 
demand seemed to be for the books which 
are read daily from the Iowa State Col- 
lege station, although response to other 
programs was also noted. 

It was suggested that a program or 
skit which would give state wide pub- 
licity to library work be occasionally 
broadcast, the time and program to be 
advertised by each library locally in 
advance. The chairman was authorized 
to appoint a committee who would work 
with the Drama Section of the Iowa 
Federation of Women’s Clubs in pre- 
paring such a program. 

Mae Anders introduced the _ topic, 
‘*Trends in planning for service to com- 
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munity interests,’’ giving a brief outline 
of the effort made by the Des Moines 
Public Library to make the library a 
club house for the new leisure class. She 
stressed the importance of the librarian 
working among the various organiza- 
tions engaged in cultural and welfare 
projects. 

Some definite suggestions as to what 
the puzzled librarian should select from 
the overwhelming number of new books 
on economic subjects were contributed 
by Eva T. Canon of Council Bluffs, who 
had prepared lists for distribution under 
the heading, ‘* Recent Outstanding Books 


.in Economie Problems."’ This list was 


distributed. 
(Signed) Epna Gres.er, 
Chairman, 


Reference Librarians’ Section 


This section had an excellent meeting 
and was considered quite successful, in 
spite of the many changes which had 
been made. 

A motion was made and passed that 
the section should hold its meetings as 
a separate section, unless the members of 
the program committee wished to com- 
bine some part of the meeting with one 
of the other sections. 

Also, a motion was passed that a com- 
mittee be appointed to investigate the 
possibilities of a central place being des- 
ignated for information regarding spe 
cial reference collections or reference 
material on certain subjects which would 
be available to any librarian needing 
this information, and that a report be 
made at the next state meeting of a plan 
whereby this might be carried out. 

Miss Montague’s paper, preliminary 
to the discussion, led to the above mo- 
tion. 

Miss Evans gave a very helpful talk 
on material for women’s clubs and had 
such material for examination. 

The section also moved that a recom- 
mendation be carried to the executive 
board, requesting that the round tables 
be separated and held at different hours, 
or perhaps at luncheon groups for some 
of the round tables, other groups follow- 
ing later in the afternoon. 

(Signed) Jesste B. Gorpon, 
Chairman, 




















Small Libraries 


The subjects discussed at the Small 
Libraries Round Table brought out the 
increased value of libraries to the com- 
munities if patrons are given a knowl- 
edge of what material there is awaiting 
them in the library; and especially in 
training high school pupils to use library 
tools, which fit them in later study to 
use any library. 

In reference to children’s reading, 
stress was placed on giving them a good 
foundation and introducing them to the 
standard juvenile literature, for their 
books need not necessarily be the new, 
as the children themselves are new. 

In dealing with the odd problems that 
come up in a day’s work the discussions 
covered the year’s work; including the 
following items: Making magazines 
available to the community that borrow- 
ers cannot afford; when shelf room is at 
a premium transfering the drab, infre- 
quently used books to the basement 
where they are available when needed, 
and keeping shelves cleared and attrac- 
tive. Adult education can be advanced 
by the manner of handling club program 
material. 

At the close of the session the follow- 
ing recommendation was filed with the 
president of the Iowa Library Associ- 
ation: ‘‘ Because of a preference on the 
part of the librarians of the Small Li- 
braries Section to attend round tables of 
specialized groups and thus gain inspira- 
tion, it was voted at their meeting, Octo- 
ber 12, 1934, to recommend to, the Iowa 
Library Association that their round 
table be given a different hour or be 
abandoned entirely.’’ 

(Signed) Neue Hopper. 


Trustees’ Section 


Thirty trustees, two librarians, and 
four visitors were present at the meeting 
of the Trustees’ Section, with Mrs. W. 
J. Steckel of Bloomfield presiding. 

Of the A B C’s for Trustees, appro- 
priations came first. All trustees pres- 
ent reported cuts in budgets, some to 65 
per cent of the five mills, authorized by 
law, due to the Beatty-Bennett Bill. 
Some reported less, and some were cut 
only by failure in the payment of taxes. 

It was deemed advisable by some 


members present to have the city mayor, 
or a member of the city council, an ex- 
officio member of the library board, as 
a matter of education preparatory to 
asking for annual appropriations. 

Budgets and balances came next. It 
was stated that the appropriation of a 
library is for maintenance only, and in 
the case of a new roof, furnace, etc., that 
the board might ask for a specific fund, 
allowed by law, when needed. If any 
money is saved from that it can be re- 
turned to the maintenance fund and the 
council can again be asked for an appro- 
priation for repairs. 

Some library boards send their bud- 
gets to their city councils in asking for 
annual appropriations, but in most cases 
a definite total amount is asked for. 

Cutting of expenses should not begin 
with the librarian or any of the staff. 
The librarian is not on duty for library 
hours only, nor is her task merely that 
of giving out books. It is a constant 
service to the community through co- 
operation ‘in many of the community’s 
activities. 

In making out budgets in normal 
times it has been considered by the 
American Library Association that 55 
per cent of the appropriation should be 
used for salaries, which does not include 
the janitor or engineer; 25 per cent for 
books, and 20 per cent for other items 
of expense. 

Dr. Cora Choate reported that in Mar- 
shalltown a saving in their expenses of 
20 per cent was made in insurance by 
changing to a new plan of having all 
properties appraised and then insuring 
for 20 per cent of that amount. 

What books were purchased under 
present conditions was taken up for dis- 


cussion. The trend in reading seemed 
to be toward travel, biography, and 
poetry. The purchase and selection of 


books in some libraries is left wholly to 
the librarian, while in others book com- 
mittees cooperate with the librarian. It 
was suggested that too much stress has 
been laid on reading new books when 
older books are often more valuable and 
desirable as well. In the Bloomfield 
Public Library there is a shelf of mis- 
cellaneous books with a placard reading, 
‘*These books are worth rereading.”’ 

A trustee suggested that librarians se- 
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eure information from Miss Robinson 
concerning the International Mind Al- 
cove, maintained by the Carnegie Fund. 

Dr. M. M. Hanchett of Council Bluffs 
talked on cooperation among the staff 
and also between the staff and library 
trustees. He also mentioned that in 
their library they have not recently 
bought much fiction, all new fiction and 
detective stories being put into a ten- 
cent section until the books pay for 
themselves. They are then added to the 
general collection of books. 

Mr. Compton of St. Louis, president 
of the American Library Association, 
congratulated the trustees on their at- 
tendance at the meeting for discussion 
of their local problems, and added that 
there was much need of being vitally in- 
terested in national as well as state and 
local library work, that thereby one’s 
vision would be enriched and broadened. 

Miss Robinson urged the need of hav- 
ing a professional library magazine in 
each library and recommended member- 
ship in the American Library Associ- 
ation which would bring to the libraries 
the A. L. A. Bulletin, thus fulfilling this 
need. 

(Signed) Anna E. SHERMAN, 
Secretary. 





Membership 


All Iowa trustees and librarians will 
render the Iowa Library Association a 
small but important service if they will 
send their own and their library 1935 
dues to Mrs. H. T. Holck, librarian, Vin- 
ton, Iowa, without further notice. An 
early remittance will save busy associ- 
ation officers and committee members 
much time and effort in sending out per- 
sonal reminders. 

Membership Committee, 
Linuian Hays, 
HELEN M. Morse, 
HELEN Rex, Chairman. 


Memberships Paid Since the Last Quarterly 

Adams, Mrs. Herbert, Trustee, Dubuque 
County Library Association 

Budde, Elena E., Librarian, Mount Pleasant 

Clark, May M., Librarian, Dubuque 

Mount Pleasant Public Library 

Rex, Helen, Librarian, Spencer 

Seitz, Catherine M., Librarian, Dubuque 
County Library Association 

Spencer Public Library 

Wilton Junction Publie Library 
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Book Week 


With spring in the air to talk of Book 
Week seems like talking of ancient his- 
tory. But next November there will be 
another Book Week and some of the 
observances of last year may be sugges- 
tive to librarians for next year. Hence, 
our inclusion at this time. 

At Allison the celebration included 
two programs. The first was given for 
the children of the first four grades and 
consisted of songs, a playlet, ‘‘The Book 
Shop,’’ a pantomime, ‘‘ Mother Goose,” 
and a group of recitations from Steven- 
son’s ‘‘Child’s Garden of Verses.’’ 

In the second the entire school ap- 
peared in a Book Revue in which thirty 
or more of the best known and loved 
characters from favorite books appeared 
in costume, with songs, dramatizations, 
and dances. 

At Burlington as a part of the ob- 
servance of Book Week six daily articles 
on children’s books, prepared by Olive 
Roberts Barton, appeared in the Daily 
Hawkeye Gazette. Five attractive win- 
dow displays were arranged in the club 
room at the library. The subjects fea- 
tured in the different windows were 
‘*Books our grandmothers used to read,”’ 
‘*Books for Smaller Children’’ in two 
windows, ‘‘Books on Hobbies and Re- 
ligion’’ with a display of the illustrated 
child’s book, ‘‘The Lord’s Prayer.”’ 

The Library Commission collection of 
the Abbey pictures of ‘‘The Holy Grail” 
was displayed in the Carroll Publie Li- 
brary during Book Week. Hobbies were 
also featured, and two story hours were 
held and new books displayed. 

In Centerville, as in many other 
places, the schools as well as the libraries 
were active in their observance of this 
week. 

At Charles City a pirate’s chest was 
surrounded by an alluring display of 
children’s books. 

The Junior High School at Clarinda 
gave a special book program at the 
chapel in observance of Book Week, dur- 
ing which book reviews were given by 
different pupils, Mrs. Sperry assistant 
at the public library told of new books 
at the library, and living book characters 
were presented. 

At Clear Lake the Book Week pro 
gram was held on Sunday afternoon. 




















The library was attractively decorated 
and new books were displayed, showing 
especially attractive purchases in the 
Betty Jones and Lowing Dorchester 
Memorial Collections. A panel discus- 
sion was then held in which five people 
took part. 

At Clinton the display featured old 
books and newspapers. 

At Council Bluffs an exhibit of books 
was arranged showing inexpensive gift 
editions, finely illustrated children’s 
classics, the best of the season’s titles, 
and special collection of books for differ- 
ent groups of readers. 


The Davenport children’s room staged 
a hobby show which included among 
other attractions old doll furniture with 
dolls of many kinds. 

An exhibit of especially fine editions 
of children’s books and the Hertzberg 
Bindery beautifully bound Newbery 
Medal books were special features of this 
week. 


The school children at Denison made 
posters to accompany their hobby dis- 
plays at the library. A downtown win- 
dow display of old and new books for 
adults and children attracted much at- 
tention. 


In response to numerous requests the 
children’s department of the Des Moines 
Public Library made up an exhibit of 
thirty children’s books for loaning to 
clubs and organizations. 


Popular among the exhibits at the 
Dubuque Library was the great book 
made by Mrs. Harriet Hogan of the li- 
brary staff called, ‘‘My Book of Book 
Friends.’’ This book contained scenes 
from **Robinson Crusoe,’’ ‘‘ Huckleberry 
Finn,’’ ‘‘ Alice in Wonderland,”’ ‘‘ Treas- 
ure Island,’’ and other book favorites. 

On Saturday afternoon marionette 
plays were given in the library, staged 
by Clarke College girls, who made the 
marionettes from directions in books at 
the library. 

The displays and posters used for the 
observance of Book Week at Estherville 
were made almost entirely by the grade 
children. 


A book review of four books, given on 
Wednesday evening by Genevieve Smith 
of Burlington, formed one of the fea- 


tures of the week at Fort Madison. Dis- 
play of new books was also made in the 
library. 


At Greene 1,083 visitors registered at 
the library during Book Week. Public 
schools, Catholic academy, and eight 
rural schools cooperated with the library 
in sending posters, dolls, and world war 
relics to the library, and presented three 
playlets at the library. One playlet was 
given by pupils from six rural schools. 


Two world war veterans gave talks 
about the world war and stressed the 
horrors of war and its causes. 


A Book House in which dwelt many 
popular characters of juvenile fiction 
was on display at the Humboldt library. 


At Indianola open house was held on 
Sunday afternoon and local hobbies 
were displayed. 

Puppet making and manipulation 
were displayed at a double header mari- 
onette show in the children’s room at 
lowa City. 

The Iowa Falls Publie Library spon- 
sored a stamp collectors’ club show as 
a part of its observance. 


In celebration of Book Week the peo- 
ple of Lake City were invited to a tea 
given by the ladies of the library board 
at the community building on Saturday 
afternoon. 


A book review by Mrs. Robert Kerr 
of Grinnell and a Library Tea were the 
outstanding features at Marengo. 

A program of Book characterization 
was given before the Parent-Teachers 
Association at Marshalltown. There was 
also a display of new and attractive 
books. 


‘‘ Adventures among books,’’ ‘‘Care 
and feeding of hobby horses,’’ and ‘‘ Per- 
manent friends to be found through read- 
ing,’’ were the subjects around which 
the observance of Book Week was cen- 
tered at the Mason City Public Library. 
A tea was served on Sunday afternoon 
with a review of three religious books 
and a display of this class of books. 

In the children’s room miniature vil- 
lages of foreign countries were arranged 
for the children on Saturday and differ- 
ent hours assigned for different grades 
to avoid congestion. 
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A children’s Book Week party was 
held at the Monticello Publie Library on 
Thursday with over two hundred chil- 
dren in attendance in book character 
costume. 


A contest containing questions about 
book characters and famous story folks 
for younger and older children was 
given at the Oskaloosa Library. 


At Ottumwa daily programs were pre- 
sented in the children’s room of the li- 
brary. On Monday a pantomime pro- 
gram was given by Douglas school stu- 
dents; on Tuesday a dramatization of 
book characters by Franklin school; on 
Thursday a Little Women cutting by 
Adams school, and on Friday a play by 
the Ottumwa Camp Fire Girls. 


In the children’s room at Red Oak 
an exhibit appeared of books old and 
new on every kind of a hobby, accom- 
panied by book lists especially prepared 
for this week, listing the best books 
available on hobbies. There was also a 
special exhibit of stamps, but unfortu- 
nately one of these stamp exhibits ‘‘dis- 
appeared.’’ 


A tea on Friday evening and a chil- 
dren’s party on Saturday afternoon 
were planned at Rockwell City. 

The first and second grade pupils at 
Sehaller visited the library during this 
week and received instruction in the use 
of the library, which they greatly en- 
joyed. 

Window displays in seven downtown 
store windows in Sioux City supple- 
mented the book displays in the library. 
A display of posters and book jackets of 
well known books by school children was 
also featured at the library. 


At Spencer the grade pupils wrote 
essays on ‘‘A book I would like to own,’’ 
and the junior high school pupils on ‘‘A 
book that would help me with my 
hobby.’’ Miss Rex, librarian, spoke sev- 
eral times during the week to the Par- 
ent-Teachers Association and other or- 
ganizations. 

There were 826 visitors at the Stuart 
Public Library during Book Week and 
an unusually large circulation of books. 
The Stuart Herald printed letters writ- 
ten by pupils after their visits to the 
library. 
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An enjoyable and successful Open 
House was held at the Tama library on 
Friday evening in which the librarian 
and the women members of the library 
board were hostesses. Five-minute book 
reviews on various classes of books were 
given by patrons of the library, and sug- 
gestions were made for children’s read- 
ing. 

Among other interesting objects fea- 
turing hobbies at the Tipton library, 
over the display table was hung a Re- 
volving Book Wheel through the win- 
dows of which could be seen as they 
passed eighteen attractive book jackets 
of new juvenile books. Two afternoons 
school entertainments were given. 


On Thursday afternoon, Mrs. Harlow, 
librarian of the Toledo library, gave a 
talk on children’s reading to members 
of the Normal Training Club of the 
high school. On Friday evening a pro- 
gram of book talks was given at the 
library to which the public was invited. 


Book reviews by school pupils marked 
the Book Week observance at Vinton. 


Continuing a custom of several years, 
in cooperation with the West Branch 
library and in recognition of Book Week, 
the Centerdale Women’s Club arranged 
a very attractive display of books in a 
West Branch store. 

At West Union a tea and book reviews 
in charge of the library board were given 
on Friday evening, and a story hour for 
the children on Saturday, to which pu- 
pils of the rural schools were invited. 

Book displays, whether mentioned or 
not, and other interesting features 
marked the observances mentioned above 
as well as in many other libraries not 
mentioned from lack of space. The in- 
tention was to describe only outstanding 
features. 

Newspaper clippings through the li- 
brary clipping service, showed interest- 
ing programs, displays and other fea- 
tures in the libraries at Albia, Ames, 
Bloomfield, Boone, Clarion, Eldora, 
Grinnell, Hampton, Hawarden, Keokuk, 
McGregor, Manson, Marion, Mediapolis, 
Mount Ayr, Muscatine, Nevada, Orange 
City, Rock Rapids, Spirit Lake, Straw- 
berry Point, Traer, Washington, Water- 
loo, Webster City, and Winterset. 























Mention must not be omitted of the 
broadeast over WSUI on Monday of this 
week, sponsored by the lowa Federation 
of Women’s Clubs, and given by Mrs. 
J. M. Halstead of Van Wert, chairman, 
and Mrs. Henry H. Jebens of Daven- 
port, vice-chairman of the Division of 


Library Extension on the _ subject, 
“Creating a Community Consciousness 
for Edueation Through Books.”’ 





From a National Plan for Libraries 
As of January 1, 1935 

Every public library system should 
endeavor to make it possible for any 
patron to secure information concerning 
any subject. This should be effected 
through additions to the library itself, 
or through coordination of specialized 
libraries with it. 

Libraries should assume responsibility 
for the preservation and use of visual 
materials and mechanical substitutes for 
the printed page. 

The library will cooperate with writ- 
ers, editors, and publishers to insure 
production of books suited to the needs 
and reading abilities of groups of read- 
ers now not adequately provided for. 

The publie library will stimulate and 
encourage individual ownership of 
books, believing the private library plays 
an important part in the cultural life 
of the community. 


A. L. A. Bulletin, January, 1935. 





Legislation 

As the Quarterly goes to press there 
are three bills before the legislature in 
which libraries are interested. The first 
is a bill to continue the Beatty-Bennett 
law for another two vears. Whether li- 
braries are exempted from this may 
depend on the library boards themselves, 
and whether they communicate with 
their senators and representatives in Des 
Moines. 

The second bill is one to increase the 

maximum tax levy from one and one- 
fourth to two and one-half mills. 
_The third is for the certification of 
librarians. What will be the fate of 
these bills is of course uncertain. If 
interested the way to help is to com- 
municate with the members of the legis- 
lature in Des Moines. 
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Library Planning Board 

The Library section of the Report of 
the State Planning Board has been com- 
pleted, approved by the Planning Com- 
mittee of the Iowa Library Association, 
and is being submitted to the Planning 
Board and will be presented to the Iowa 
Library Association at the October meet- 
ing, and will be discussed there. 

This is a most comprehensive and ex- 
cellent report and a very large amount 
of work has been done on it by Mr. 
Brown, chairman of the Planning Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Brown sends for inclusion in the 
Quarterly the following letter and list, 
compiled by him as chairman: 

Iowa State College, 
Ames, Iowa, March 8, 1935. 

At the request of the Chairman of the Public 
Works Committee of the State Planning Board, 
the following list of necessary repairs and re- 
placements for public library buildings in Iowa 
was compiled. We do not know at present what 
the government will do in relation to expendi- 
tures of Public Works funds. It is obviously 
desirable that a list be prepared, although the 
inclusion of any library in this list would not 
commit it to the acceptance of any grants. The 
inclusion in the list does mean that public 
libraries of Iowa will be considered in any 
allotment of public funds. 

May I take this opportunity of thanking the 
libraries of the state for their assistance and 
cooperation in this compilation? 

CHARLES H. Brown, 
Technical Adviser on Libraries, 
Iowa State Planning Board. 


Amounts Estimated Necessary for Public 
Library Buildings and 


in Iowa, 1935-45 
New 


Reconstruction Branch 


and Build- Build- 
Library Repairs ings ings 

BOO. ccnwedeasan $ 10,000 

RS - aqaneiwrand = 10,000 ipa 
Ames .........-$ 20,000 $ 15,000 
Atlantic ....... 1,700 bas 
tt of sseve wes 2,500 

Burlington ..... 10,000 i 
Cedar Rapids ... 50,000 45,000 
Centerville ..... 5,000 

Charles City .... 5,000 

Cherokee ...... 1,505 

Clear Lake ..... 8,000 

to Ree 5,000 

| PES: a 1,409 

Coon Rapids .... 2,000 

Corydon ....... 1,000 

Council Bluffs .. 3,000 

PORE wesedene 600 —— 
Des Moines .. 20,000 40,000 
GED esusede¥e 6,800 a noe 
Dubuque ....... 25,000 50,000 50,000 
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Branch 
Build- 


Reconstruction New 
and Build- 





Library Repairs ings ings 
Dumont ........ 100 ass 5 - 
Eagle Grove .... 2,500 
L. < tehine des 15,000 
Fairfield ....... 6,800 
Fort Dodge .... 1,000 
Fort Madison ... 2,500 
Glenwood ...... 2,500 
Grinnell ........ 4,145 
Hampton ....... 7,500 
Harlan ......... 4,200 
Humboldt ...... 115 
Indianola ...... 8,500 
Iowa City ...... 30,000 
Jefferson ....... 2,500 
Knoxville ...... 8,250 
Laurens ........ 5,100 
LeMars ........ 1,000 
Malvern ....... 2,500 
Maquoketa ..... 2,500 
Marengo ....... 500 
Marshalltown ... 8,000 
Mason City .... 110,000 
Morning Sun ... 800 
Mount Ayr .... 2,000 
Mount Pleasant . 500 
Museatine ..... 25,000t 
Nevada ........ 1,500 
PN: cnwasede 3,500 
Odebolt ........ 8,000 
Oelwein ........ 1,000 
Osceola ........ 1,000 
Ottumwa ....... 5,000 
SE ee 250 
Pe Vers eiwa es 1,000 
RO wastes ne 1,100 
Red Oak ....... 10,800 
Reinbeck ....... 250 
Sanborn ........ 1,700 
Sheffield ....... 1,500t 
Sheldon ........ 2,000 eae 
Shenandoah .... 250 10,000 
a 500 wt wa ee 
Sioux City ..... 51,800 sine 34,830 
Sioux Rapids ... oses 4,000 eees 
Spirit Lake .... 3,000 5,000 
Dn biesesase 400 came 
i vivessas<< ae 8,009 
MEE ccecvews 500 ofa igs 
Waterloo ....... 100,000* $250,000 
Waukon ........ 400 eis 
Waverly ....... 11,000 
West Liberty ... 200 

rr $530,174 $347,000 $184,830 


In addition, the State Board of 
Education has asked for the first 
unit of a university library 
building at Iowa City, costing..$ 500,000 

And for a wing to the present li- 
brary building at Iowa State 
College, Ames, estimated at.... 


SPEED cccnenvccessccess $ 1,712,004 


150,000 


*Not added in total. 
t Addition. 
tOr preferably. 
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Some Reasons for Certification of 
Librarians 


1. The library is second only to the 
publie school in importance as an ednu- 
cational institution. The scope of the 
library is even broader than that of the 
publie school, including adult education 
and giving information regarding every 
conceivable subject. 

2. Other professions and practices 
affecting public service do not allow per- 
sons to practice without a license or cer- 
tificeate to do so; including teaching, the 
ministry, law, medicine, architecture, 
engineering, undertaking, _ barbering, 
pharmacy, cosmetology, ete. The libra- 
rian should stand as a guide to those 
seeking information regarding books and 
what to read and where to find informa- 
tion. The child reader needs special as- 
sistance. 

3. What would be the character of 
the instruction in our public schools 
were there no restrictions regarding the 
qualifications of those employed to 
teach? No one may be admitted to take 
the examination for even the lowest or 
poorest grade of a uniform county cer- 
tificate with less than graduation from 
high school, and in addition thereto 
twelve weeks of normal training. Why 
employ persons as librarians without 
legal qualifications for the work? The 
analogy between the public school teaeh- 
er and librarian preparation qualifica- 
tions and experience must be obvious. 
The efficiency of library service is 
equally as important and exacting 4s 
that of the teacher. Were it not for 
legal requirements for permission to 
teach in the public schools, many persons 
might be employed to teach without edu- 
cational qualifications and successful ex- 
perience to do so, and persons 
sometimes be hired to teach because of 
sympathy for a person who has met with 
misfortune or because of family rela- 
tionship and friendship. We might add 
sometimes because of business reasons oF 
political pull. 

4. Whenever legal certification has 
been established or important advance- 
ment proposed, or taken with reference 
to practicing a profession or occupation, 
the law was made non-retroactive, 
intention being not to be unfair or 
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ize those already engaged in the calling. 


5. The carrying out of the proposed 
law for certification of librarians pro- 
vides for self-support, financially, and 
will require no appropriation. 

6. That the law will be administrated 
fairly and impartially must be obvious 
from the character of the personnel of 
the certification board consisting of 
three appointive members; two of whom 
shall. be librarians in service, and one 
library trustee. The Superintendent of 
Public Instruction and the Secretary of 
the Iowa Library Commission shall be 
ex-officio members. 


7. State certification for librarians of 
public libraries is required in the fol- 
lowing states: Arkansas, Louisiana, New 
York, North Carolina, Oklahoma, Wis- 
econsin, and Hawaii. 

8. Certification for librarians of 
county libraries is required in Arizona, 
Arkansas, California, Montana, Ohio, 
Texas, Utah, and Wisconsin. 

9. In eighteen states certification is 
required of school librarians. 

10. The following states plan to have 
introduced in their 1935 legislative as- 
semblies legislation to include the cer- 
tification of librarians: Idaho, Illinois, 
Indiana, lowa, Kansas, Tennessee, and 
Washington. 

ll. Certification of all librarians is 
proposed in the planning of library 
work in a number of other states. 





A Book by the President of the A. L. A. 


Who Reads What? By Charlies H. Compton. 
With an introduction by Dorothy Canfield 
Fisher. H. W. Wilson Company. $1.25. 
Reviewed by Emma Felsenthal, University 

Libraries, Iowa City 

This is a refreshing little book by the 
president of the American Library Asso- 
clation—unpretentious, informal in style, 
written out of sheer love of books and 
love of people and deep personal interest 
in the problems that lie at the heart of 
library work. 

The authors selected for investigation 
—Mark Twain, Hardy, Sandburg, Wil- 
liam James, Shaw, and the Greek classics 
—represent Mr. Compton’s own literary 
enthusiasms, the names and occupations 


of some of their readers were discovered 
through examination of book ecards in 
the St. Louis Publie Library, and the 
answers to the question, Who Reads 
What? is given in terms of occupational 
groups: so many electricians, so many 
insurance salesmen, so many carpenters, 
policemen, firemen, bakers, telegraph 
operators, housemaids, stenographers, 
factory workers, and many others ‘‘from 
the common walks of life,’’ and also, 
though in surprisingly small numbers, 
so many lawyers, ministers, physicians, 
social workers, teachers, librarians, bank- 
ers, and others from the professions or 
near-professions. The inference to be 
drawn from the figures is that it is not 
the ‘‘cultured classes’’ who are keeping 
the classies alive, at all events, not only 
the cultured classes. Hardy and James 
are read by students in school and col- 
lege courses and by those few ex-students 
whose intellectual interests survive after 
school and college, but they are read 
much more frequently, and with quite 
as deep insight and appreciation, by 
many of the ‘‘underprivileged,’’ educa- 
tionally speaking. 


From this book, then, emerges the fact 
that there is a vast amount of good read- 
ing done by the supposedly unlettered. 
It is interesting to know that Mr. Comp- 
ton did not undertake his studies with 
the intention of proving a theory. His 
purpose was a very simple, personal one. 
But he does not hide his satisfaction in 
the results of his studies. His comments 
on the letters he has received and on 
their writers are engaging in their 
warmth and humanness. His work has 
brought him, he says, ‘‘convincing proof 
of the enduring values of great books in 
the lives of men,’’ meaning, one may be 
sure, since this is his special contribu- 
tion, in the lives of ordinary folk. 


One would like to know why routine 
workers read the classics in greater num- 


bers than do executives, why so many 


persons of high intellectual calibre are 
doing work far below their capacities. 
Economie reasons alone do not account 
for this. At all events, the modest posi- 
tion, with its few responsibilities, would 
seem to have priceless compensations for 
the man with a taste for the best in 
books. 
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Hospital Library Service 

In organizing material for the Hospi- 
tal Library Round Table, at our state 
meeting, I faced a serious problem. 
Many of the libraries that had begun 
hospital service have discontinued it. 
Other libraries that have desired to 
establish hospital service, feel that they 
are not sufficiently equipped, financially 
or otherwise, to do so. 

We hospital librarians of lowa who 
are still giving this service, very much 
deplore this condition. No one knows, 
better than I, the serious financial situ- 
ation Iowa libraries are facing. The 
Burlington Public Library has taken its 
share of cuts. 

However, I feel that hospital library 
service, if only on a small scale, should 
be established in as many libraries as 
possible, in our state right now. It could 
be done with comparatively little ex- 
pense, and with proper guidance, be- 
come a very important part of a li- 
brary’s activities. 

First, where there is little money 
available, a very workable and successful 
hospital library can be begun through 
‘*book drives,’’ and by personal solicita- 
tion. Most of the hundreds of volumes 
in our three hospital libraries here, are 
donations, which means that we as a 
library have spent very little money on 
this service. 

Second, the selection of the books, and 
the general organization of a hospital 
library should be done by a librarian, 
and not by any outside agency. A li- 
brary that is organized by those who are 
trained and experienced in book know!l- 
edge will not fail to serve its purpose. 

Third, when it is impossible to spare 
a staff member to carry on the work, it 
can be done by selecting an efficient 
member of a Service Club, King’s 
Daughters’ Circle, or like organization, 
who is sincerely interested in doing this 
service. 

I am not saying this last suggestion is 
the ideal way, for the ideal hospital li- 
brarian is one who has had training and 
experience for that particular thing. 
But it is an ‘‘opening wedge,’’ until a 


library can see its way to the better 
method. 

The National Hospital Association, at 
a recent meeting in Philadelphia, ap- 
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pointed a hospital library committee 
which, with the cooperation of librarians, 
is already planning a campaign for a 
more thorough organization of hospital 
libraries throughout the United States, 
This step most certainly shows that hos- 
pitals are realizing the value of this 
service. 

In conclusion I wish to emphasize this 
fact most earnestly. The keynote of our 
Hospital Library Round Table was that 
the Hospital Library Section is a most 
important addition to the Lowa Library 
Association, and far more _ interest 
should be aroused concerning it. Let us 
hope that Iowa librarians will give the 
subject more thought. 

EvizaBetTu LILLY, 
Hospital Library Seetion, 
lowa Library Association. 





Iowa Librarians on American Library 
Association Committees 
Advisory Board for the Study of Special 
Projects—Charles H. Brown, Iowa State 
College Library, Ames 

A. L. A. Activities—Charles H. Brown, Iowa 
State College Library, Ames 

Board on the Library and Adult Edueation 
Subcommittee on Readable Books—Emma 
Felsenthal, University Libraries, Univer- 
sity of Iowa, Iowa City 

Bookbinding—Mae C. Anders, Publie Library, 
Des Moines 

Code of Ethics—Alice B. Story, Publie Library, 
Marshalltown 

Libraries in National Parks—J. Harris Gable, 
University Libraries, Lowa City 

Membership—Lydia M. Barrette, Publie Li- 
brary, Mason City 

Nominating—Forrest B. Spaulding, Publie Li- 
brary, Des Moines 

Public Doeuments—Mary Brown Humphrey, 
University Libraries, Iowa City 

Recruiting for Library Serviee—Grace Van 
Wormer, University Libraries, Iowa City 

Salaries and Employment—Ralph M. Dunbar, 
Iowa State College Library, Ames 

Special Membership—Mrs. Mildred O. Peterson, 
Publie Library, Des Moines (removed from 
state) 

Publicity—Lucile M. Morseh, University Li 
braries, Iowa City (removed from state) 





Summer Library School Society 
Bernice Langfitt of the State Library, 
Des Moines, has been named a me 
of the Loan Committee to fill the vacaney 
caused by the death of Elsie Dann. 























Rural Extension Notes 
(Sponsored by Committee on Rural Extension) 


Readers of the Library Quarterly have 
become very much interested in the 
County library work of Mrs. Herbert 
Adams of Dubuque. Now she _ has 
achieved another forward step in the 
project. 

As has been recounted in former is- 
sues, Mrs. Adams in her enthusiasm for 
making books accessible to county read- 
ers, established a library in her own 
home from which books were carried to 
schools in the county. These books were 
donated from her own library, from the 
Dubuque Library, Dubuque Women’s 
Club, from the lowa Library Commis- 
sion, and from friends and clubs inter- 
ested in the plan. 

The work was started by Mrs. Adams 
six years ago. At that time the book 
collection numbered 130, service being 
given to four schools. At first, only 
juvenile books were circulated with some 
adult books added a few years later. 
Now the book collection is approximately 
4,000, and 80 schools are being furnished 
with 112 boxes of books, which average 
30 juvenile, 10 adult books, and 10 mag- 
azines to a box. 

Of late the work has grown to such 
proportions that it has become difficult 
to handle it at Mrs. Adams’ home. Con- 
sequently in cooperation with the 
County Superintendent of Schools, 
Joseph Flynn, who has ably abetted the 
plan, Mrs. Adams called a meeting of 
all parties interested in the establish- 
ment of a Dubuque County Library As- 
sociation. At this meeting, which was 
held at the Court House, in the office of 
the County Superintendent, such -a 
crowd responded that every chair was 
occupied and people lined the walls. Fol- 
lowing a series of talks on the need for 
and the best way of organizing such an 
association, nominations and _ elections 
were made for the board of directors. 
These directors will formulate policies 
which will guide the work in that county 
in the future. 

The county supervisors have given a 
room in the Court House which will 
Serve as a library and work room. The 
books have been moved to this room 
Which will be presided over by Catharine 
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Seitz, who has aided Mrs. Adams during 
the past vear, and who is a librarian of 
some experience and training. 

Mrs. Adams is to be congratulated, not 
only for her work in the past, but for 
her ability to arouse the sentiment, and 
secure the cooperation of the towns- 
people and the parents of the rural 
school children. To have achieved that 
goal, irrespective of other accomplish- 
ments, is very significant. 


—M. F. P. 


Books for the Blind 


When one of the larger libraries of 
the state writes inquiring where in the 
state books for the blind in Braille may 
be borrowed, it seems fitting to say 
through the Quarterly what we supposed 
every library in the state knew, that is 
that the Iowa Library Commission 
through the Traveling Library, loans 
books for the blind in Braille, grade 1) ., 
and in New York Point. The latter was 
originally taught at the School for the 
Blind, but has been superseded by 
Braille and books in New York Point are 
little ealled for now. 

All books for the blind are carried 
free through the mail when they bear 
the Library Commission franking label. 

The Library Commission has not yet 
purchased any talking books as they are 
expensive and there are only two or 
three talking machines in the state. 
These books may be borrowed from the 
American Foundation for the Blind, 125 
East 46th Street, New York, N. Y. 

But for books in Braille, send to the 
Iowa Library Commission for list. The 
last biennial report of the Library Com- 
mission shows that 3,679 books for the 
blind were loaned during the biennium. 





Library Commission Biennial Report 

The Seventeenth Biennial Report of 
the Iowa Library Commission covering 
the period from July 1, 1932, to June 
30, 1934, appeared early in the vear and 
was immediately mailed to all public 
and college libraries in the state, as well 
as to a limited mailing list outside. 
With reports of other departments of 
the state, they were also furnished to 
the members of the legislature. 




















School Library News and Notes 


Sponsored by the Library Section of the 
State Teachers Association 

Ames—High School Library. A new 
library club has been formed at the li- 
brary with a membership of seventeen. 
Each member is required to work two 
hours each week in the library mending 
books, attending the desk, putting new 
covers On magazines, and arranging 
books on the shelves. 

Council Bluffs Public Library. The 
latest cooperative effort between the 
schools and the public library has been 
a committee meeting to discuss the pur- 
chase of picture books for the kinder- 
garten. Over one hundred titles were 
collected for the teacher’s committee, 
and from these thirty were selected for 
purchase from school funds. The pri- 
mary supervisor and the school librarian 
called the meeting. A similar meeting is 
on the calendar for March for the teach- 
ers of history and geography. The li- 
brary is doing for reference tools and 
supplementary reading the same kind of 
work that the curriculum committees do 
for the text book purchases. 

Article by Miss Montague. The ex- 
cellent paper, ‘‘ Coordinating school and 
library service,’’ read by Helen Ruth 
Montague of Council Bluffs at the School 
Section of the Iowa Library Association 
meeting in Des Moines in October, 1934, 
was published in the February issue of 
Reading and the School Library. 

Travel Posters. Most attractive are 
the travel posters which Carrie Larson 
has arranged in the library at East High 
School, Des Moines. Brightly colored 
pictures from steamship companies have 
been mounted on heavy card board and 
stand above the book shelves. 

Bulletin Boards. During this semes- 
ter various departments in the Newton 
Junior and Senior High Schools have 
been making contributions for the li- 
brary bulletin boards. In this way all 
of the students are able to see the dis- 
plays and know of the work being done 
in the various classes in the school. At 
present the art and biology departments 
are in charge. On a table near these 
bulletin boards books are found which 
correlate with the displays. 

Newton Library Classified and Cata- 
loged. The Junior and Senior High 
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School Library at Newton has been newly 
classified and cataloged during the winter. 

Mary-Kathryn Kerwin of Waterloo, a 
graduate of Western Reserve Lib 
School in 1934, began the work, but left 
after three weeks when she was elected 
to a position in the junior department 
of the Detroit Publie Library. 

Luey A. Winter of Carroll, a graduate 
of the University of Wisconsin Library 
School in 1934, completed the work. 

A new catalog, new pockets and cards 
in all the books, new white numbers on 
the backs of the books, and all the books 
wearing a new coat of shellac, make this 
school library project seem most worth 
while. 

Library Atmosphere. I could not 
compile material for the school library 
column without enclosing these few sen- 
tences from Miss Fargo’s book, ‘‘The 
Library and the School’’: ‘*The com- 
plete library is achieved only when the 
room has acquired the friendly atmos- 
phere and mellow character which 
beckon to the passing student or tug at 
the coat tails of the boy who must be 
away to his next class. The library 
must become the living room, the hearth- 
side, of the school. If the school has a soul, 
it will abide in the library.’’—A. J. M. 





The following committees have been 
appointed by Ferne M. Warsinske, 
president, School Libraries Section of 
the State Teachers Association, for the 
present year: 

General Assembly Program Committee 
Carrie O. Larson, Des Moines, Chairman 
Mrs. Lura C. Long, Des Moines 
Mrs. M. I. Roedell, Dubuque 

Luncheon Committee, November 2nd—12:30 

P. M. 

Winnie Lindquist, Des Moines, Chairman 
Ada Wood, Ames 

Program Committee, November 1st—2:00- 

4:30 P. M. 

Aleta J. Malmberg, Newton, Chairman 
Eva Curry, Cedar Rapids 

Program Committee, November 2nd—2:00- 

4:30 P. M. 

Marion Murray, Dubuque 
Eva M. Mahon, Clinton 





The expense of a bulletin recently 
prepared and sent out by Miss War- 
sinske to the members of the section was 
donated by R. F. Mysers, principal, 
Thomas Jefferson High School, Couneil 
Bluffs. 





























Library News of the State 











Battle Creek—C. H. Dall has resigned as 
secretary and treasurer and Mrs, G. 8S, Wal- 
lace has been elected to fill the vacancy for 
the remainder of the year. C. H. Vollersen 
has been named to fill the vacancy on the 
board. 

Cherokee—Nestor L. Stiles has been ap- 
pointed to fill the vacancy on the library 
board caused by his father’s death. 

Miriam Edwards, for the past year and a 
half librarian at Nashua, has been appointed 
children’s librarian to succeed Miss Dann 
who died during December. Miss Edwards is 
a graduate of Drake University and Emory 
University Library School at Atlanta, Ga. 
Before going to library school Miss Edwards 
served as an assistant in the Des Moines 
Public Library. 

Council Bluffs—A careful checking of all 
old and recent Council Bluffs newspapers was 
made in January for the Union List of news- 
papers now in preparation. 

The librarian has an additicnal custodian 
furnished by the IERA. 

Creston— Joseph P. Healey has been ap- 
pointed a member of the library board to 
sueceed Captain Earl F. Recknor, resigned. 

Davenport—Harry E. Downer, head resi- 
dent of Friendly House, who served for 
thirty years as a member of the board of 
trustees of the library and for twenty-eight 
years as secretary of the board, resigned this 
position in January. In recognition of Mr. 
Downer’s efficient service the city council 
passed a resolution of appreciation and an 
editorial appeared in the Davenport Times. 

L. W. Ramsey has been appointed to fill 
the vacancy caused by Mr. Downer’s resigna- 
tion and Clarence J. Johnson was elected 
secretary, 

Decorah—Mrs. Norman Willett has served 
continuously as secretary of the library since 
its organization and the establishment of the 
library twenty years ago. 

In appreciation of her services, the board 
and librarian presented Mrs. Willett with a 
silver coffee pot at a recent meeting of the 
board. 

E. J. Hook and Mrs, I. W. Brunt were ap- 
pointed members of the board at the same 
time and are still members. 

Des Moines—Library Commission—On Jan- 
lary 3lst the Legislative Ladies’ League met 
in the Library Commission office. Miss Rob- 
inson spoke on ‘‘ Library Serviee in lowa’’ 
and Miss Aten, Miss Parmelee, and Miss 
Wilson each reviewed several books. 

Des Moines—Public Library—Mildred Oth- 
mer Peterson, publicitv assistant for a num- 
ber of years, has resigned this position be- 
cause of removal to Rockford, Dlinois, with 
her husband. Mrs, Peterson will be missed 
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from the Des Moines Library Club in which 
she has been active and helpful, as well as on 
the staff of the public library. 

Jeanette Hyde Eyerly, a graduate of the 
Department of Journalism of the State Uni- 
versity of Iowa, succeeds Mrs. Peterson. 

A new feature has been installed in the 
reference room in the form of a motion piec- 
ture service bureau through which informa- 
tion of all sorts regarding motion picture 
films may be secured. 

Estherville—A recent newspaper clipping 
reports the library as passing its 30th birth- 
day on February 27th. Whether 30th or not 
we are unable to determine, but these are the 
facets as given by the librarian, Miss Peter- 
son: 

**4 Monday Club was organized February 
27, 1880. Later that year at one of their 
meetings each member of the club agreed to 
donate a book and received donations for the 
formation of a library to be rented to the 
club members and the public. On January 
%, 1881, the Estherville Library Association 
was formed as a part of this Monday Club 
and the books were at first housed in the 
home of one of the members, and later moved 
into a store. March, 1897, it was turned over 
to the city and became a free public library.’’ 

Mrs. A. O. Peterson, mother of the present 
librarian, was one of the original members of 
the Monday Club and was very active in 
getting the library started. 

Fort Dodge—Mrs. H. Bernard Gray, libra- 
rian for the past twenty years, has resigned 
her position because of ill health and will 
make her home in Glendale, California, where 
she has been on leave of absence for several 
months. News of her resignation was re- 
ceived with much regret by the library board 
and by the many friends which Mrs. Gray 
has made by her courteous and helpful treat- 
ment. Faithful and efficient service and de- 
velopment of the library have marked her 
administration. 

Mrs. Gray was secretary of the Iowa Li- 
brary Association, which position she resigned 
when she went to California, and was well 
known over the state and will be missed by 
the librarians of the state. 

Rev. Arthur G. Peterson has been appointed 
a member of the library board to succeed 
Judge E. M. MeCall who died in October. 

Hampton—Owing to the increased demand 
for new books which the library is unable to 
supply through their regular loans, a small 
rental collection of late books is being in- 
stalled. These are not purchased with tax 
money and a small fee will be charged for 
their use. This method has been successfully 
used in many libraries. 

Starting January 14th a branch of the pub- 
lie library was opened at Pleasant Valley 
School for the benefit of adults as well as 
children in the neighborhood. 

Iowa City—Library Club—Margaret War- 
dell, assistant in the order department of the 
University Libraries, was elected president 
at the February meeting to succeed Miss 
Morsch, who has recently removed to Balti- 
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more. Virginia Struble, assistant in the gov- 
‘ernment documents department, was elected 
vice president. 

Iowa City — University Libraries — Lucile 
Morsch has resigned as first assistant in the 
catalog department to accept the position of 
chief classifier in the Enoch Pratt Free Li- 
brary of Baltimore, Maryland. Miss Morsch 
served in the University Libraries during 
her university course, and after two years 
as Lydia Roberts Fellow at Columbia Univer- 
sity, returned to Iowa to accept the position 
in the catalog department. She is the editor 
of the book, ‘‘Library Literature, 1921-’32,’’ 
published by the American Library Associ- 
ation in 1934. 

Dorothy Comins has been promoted to Miss 
Morsech’s position. Miss Comins is a gradu- 
ate of the University of Michigan Library 
School and has been a member of the staff 
for several years. Mavena Evans of Modale, 
a graduate of the University of Illinois Li- 
brary School, and Mabel Dunlop of lowa 
City, a graduate of Pratt Institute Library 
School, have joined the catalog department 
in temporary positions. 

Keokuk—Florence D. Fulton, assistant li- 
brarian, resigned her position on March Ist 
to be married early in that month. Miss 
Fulton has been a member of the staff for 
the past four years and has given efficient 
service. 

Lake City—Mrs. H. W. Crawford has re- 
tired from the library board and Mrs. Jennie 
Hibbs has been appointed to her place. 

Marcus—Mrs. Myrtle Willey Benedict, con- 
nected with the library since 1921, tendered 
her resignation to the board to take effect 
January Ist. Mrs. Benedict, who was Miss 
Willey before her marriage, began her work 
as assistant in 1921 and was appointed libra- 
rian a year later. During her administration 
the library has grown in circulation from 50 
a day to 200 some days at the present time. 
Mrs. Benedict has edited a column for The 
News each week since 1932. 

Monticello—Florence Noble, who has served 
as librarian for a number of vears, has re- 
signed to accept a position in the Cincinnati, 
Ohio, Publie Library. The library has built 
up a high degree of efficiency under her man- 
agement. Miss Noble is a graduate of the 
Iowa Summer Library School and of Illinois 
University Library School. 

Catherine Redmond has been selected to 
succeed Miss Noble. Miss Redmond is a Mon- 
ticello girl and a graduate of Western Re- 
serve University Library School. She served 
as substitute last year in the absence of Miss 
Noble and is therefore acquainted with the 
library and its problems, 


Nashua—Marian Williams of Ames and 
formerly of Mount Vernon, has been elected 
librarian to succeed Miriam Edwards, who 
recently resigned to accept the position of 
children’s librarian at Cherokee. Miss Wil- 
liams is a graduate of Cornell College and 
during her last two years there served as 
chief student librarian in the college. She 


also assisted in various capacities in the pub- 
lice and schoo] libraries at Ames, 

Northwood—May B. Smith has been ap- 
pointed librarian to sueceed Mrs. B. Yoe 
who resigned. Dorothy Dwelle, assistant, 
also resigned and was succeeded by Gladys 
Fedge. 

Rock Rapids—Mrs. Nellie Wilson, librariag 
for the past ten years, has resigned her posi- 
tion and will make her home in California, 
Viola Albertus has been selected to fill the 
vaeancy., Miss Albertus has served for sey- 
eral years as assistant librarian. 

Spirit Lake—Mrs. T. E. Burt, a member of 
the library board for twenty-three years, has 
resigned. During that time she has served 
as secretary and as a member of the book 
committee, and at all times was to be de 
pended upon to do what was needed by the 
library. <A resolution passed by the board 
voiced their appreciation of her services and 
their regret at her resignation. 

Waterloo—Charles L. Hoffman, principal, 
Sloan Wallace Junior High School, has been 
appointed a member of the library board to 
fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of 
Neil Jackson. 

Miss Wieder underwent an operation at the 
Children’s Hospital at Iowa City for bone 
infection, but is sufficiently recovered to re- 
sume work. 

West Branch—Miss Leech, librarian, was 
operated on at the University Hospital, Towa 
City, and is recovering nicely, though not yet 
able to resume work. 

The Community Club has furnished a room 
in the basement of the library building to be 
used as a public community room. Persons 
who wish to use the room for approved pur- 
poses may do so at any time. 

Whiting—Mrs. Hattie Linden has resigned 
from the library board and Mrs, 
Crocker has been appointed to succeed her. 

Winterset—F. L. Drennan has been ap 
pointed on the library board to fill the va 
cancy caused by the resignation of P. B 
Wilkinson. 





Deaths 


Annette Hathaway, librarian of Sud- 
low School at Davenport, died on Febru- 
ary 14th. She had been a teacher in the 
Davenport schools for many years before 
she became librarian. 

Charles A. Stiles, a member of the 
Cherokee library board for over fifty 
years, recently died. He was an inter 
ested and faithful member, seldom miss 
ing a meeting. 

Mrs. N. W. Phillips, vice president of 
the Clear Lake library board, died on 
March 4th. She was a faithful and 
efficient member and will be gre@ 
missed. 
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